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You were imprisoned for almost 3 years. Could you tell us about your experience?

If you are arrested on political grounds, everything can be expected to happen to you, even if you
just keep silent there. I realised one thing, if you are imprisoned for such reasons, you should not
remain unvoiced, otherwise pressure will level up. They are less harmful when you resist.

What is the most important thing the international community can do to help political
prisoners in Azerbaijan?

The priority should be drawing attention to their cases and intensively defending them in high-
levels. It is essential for international community to push against cooperation of their
governments with the dictatorship of Azerbaijan. If the human rights are universal, anyone who
is facing violation in another country should be considered as your own citizen.

Although the release of 51 political prisoners is a great relief, we all understand that the
government in Azerbaijan will continue imprisoning activists and journalists. What is the
most important thing the international community can do for activists at risk in
Azerbaijan?

In order to avoid becoming subject of repression, recognition and support by international
community would be helpful for those who are continuing activism under risk. But honestly,
imprisonment is sometimes inevitable even if there is a certain level of recognition — there are
several precedents. Today, Amnesty International is not allowed to the country, ICRC’s work
remains weak. There is a need for straight pressure on Azerbaijani authorities. When growing
internal pressure is accompanied with that of international community, it appears to be more
powerful.

Were you aware of international support while you were imprisoned? If not, what helped
you stay strong?

I was aware and of course, it was motivating me. Though I was already in prison, I believe it was
reducing further threats against me. However, unfortunately not all political prisoners are feeling
such support.

Do you intend to continue your work as an activist?

I feel like I have increased responsibility. Despite of difficulties, I will do everything that is
beneficial to the society. The regime must understand that it is creating problems for itself by
imprisoning these people.



Siz habsda 3 ili yaxin vaxt kecirmisiniz. Biza habs tobriibaniz haqqinda danisa bilarsiniz?

Siyasi motivlarlo hobs olunmus adami orda sakit qaldig1 halda bels har an hor sey gozlays bilor
Rejim torafindon.Bir sey anladim ki, ogor bele saboba goro tutulmusansa orda da sosini
kosmomelisen, oks halda hor név tozyiq gostorilocok, miigavimat gostorondo daha az zorar vera
bilirler.

Beynolxalq ictimaiyyatin Azarbaycandaki siyasi mohbuslara komak iiciin eds bilocoyi an
vacib sey nadir?

Onlara diggoat ¢okmok vo ali qurumlarda daha intensiv miidafio etmok baslicasidir slbotts. 6z
dovlat organlarina vo 6zal qurumlara diktatorluq rejimi ilo amokdasliq etmomasi {i¢iin  tozyiq
gdstormak ohamiyyoatlidir.Insan haglar1 universaldirsa agar, yad 6lkado haqq: tapdanmus insana
da 6z vatondasin kimi yanasmaq gorakdir

51 siyasi mohbusun azadhiga ¢ixmasi bizi olduqca sevindirsa do, bilirik Ki, bu iimumi
repressiyalar1 dayandirmir. Bu baximdan, beynalxalq ictimaiyyatin Azorbaycanda riskda
olan aktivistlor iiciin eds bilacayi an vacib sey nadir?

Monco bels insanlar halo hobs olunmamis onlar1 beynalxalq ictimaiyyat tanisa vo dostoklomok
iiclin nass etso, faydali olar. Ancaq agig1, bu halda da hobs bozon qacilmaz olur, bizim 6lkods
buna bir ne¢a presedent var. Beynoalxalq amnistiya toskilati Azorbaycana buraxilmir, Qirmizi
Xagin foaliyyati zoif qalir. Masolonin koklii holli iiclin dovlsto birbasa tozyiq lazimdir. A¢ig1
beynalxalq ictimaiyyatin tozyiqi 6lke daxilinde hakimiyyats tozyiq artanda daha tasirli olur.

Siz habsda olarkan sizd olan beynslxalq dastokdan xabardar idiniz? Sizo mohkom qalmaga
nd komoak edirdi?

Xabordar idim ho, bu adam1 motivasiya edir tobii ki, Artiq hobsds olsan da rejimin daha artiq
seylor etmasinin garsisini aldigini diisliniirom az da olsa.9n azindan miioyyon ¢okinmo olur
hakimiyyotdo. Amma toassiif ki, bunu biitiin siyasi mohbuslar hiss etmir.Bu giin Azorbaycan
hakimiyyati iflic bir adami1 qapali habsxanada saxlayacaq qador qaddardir.Ona gore belo edo
bilirler ki, bu adam diqqetdon konarda qalib.

Siz aktivist kimi foaliyyatinizi davam etdirmayi diisiiniirsiiniiz?

Hobsdon sonra sanki daha artiq mosuliyyat yiiklonir mono, amma ogor bu ¢otindirss belo,
insanlarin yararina olacagi halda noso etmoliyom. Rejim insanlar1 hobso atmagla 6ziino daha artiq
problem yaratdigini anlamalidir.



