Interview with lIkin Rustamzade

April 1, 2019
You were imprisoned for six years. Could you tell us about your experience?

Six years I spent in prison had its ups and downs. I went through different problems and
experiences. At the same time, I resisted in different forms in different stages of my
imprisonment. I took different steps, made various protest actions and faced different kinds of
punishment.

What is the most important thing the international community can do to help political
prisoners in Azerbaijan?

The most vital thing to help political prisoners in Azerbaijan is effectively pressuring the
authorities. It is important to impose targeted sanctions against those who are responsible for
prosecution of political prisoners, so the government representatives would avoid from involving
in such practices.

Although the release of 51 political prisoners is a great relief, we all understand that the
government in Azerbaijan will continue imprisoning activists and journalists. What is the
most important thing the international community can do for activists at risk in
Azerbaijan?

It is crucially important for international community to pay equal level of attention to all activists
under risk, not only to those who are well connected with Western organizations. It is apparent
that the government cannot easily hunt activists who are under attention of the international
community. In this context, recognition and legal support are very essential for the activists at
risk.

Were you aware of international support while you were imprisoned? If not, what helped
you stay strong?

As mentioned earlier, it is frustrating me that cases of come political prisoners draw more
attention than others. It is making the government more comforted, especially in imprisoning
low-profile activists. Therefore, I am not fully satisfied about the international attention,
generally to the political prisoners in Azerbaijan and particularly to my own case. But I have
always believed that if [ have started something, I have no right to surrender.

Do you intend to continue your work as an activist?

With no doubts, I will be continuing my activism.



Siz habsda 6 il yaxin vaxt kecirmisiniz. Biza habs tobriiboaniz haqqinda danisa bilarsiniz?

6 il enisli-cixisl idi. Miixtalif tocriibalor oldu, miixtslif problemlor yasadim. Eyni zamanda
miixtolif dovrlords miixtolif formalarda miibarizo gostordim hokiimots qarsi. Miixtolif addimlar
atdim, miixtalif aksiyalar ke¢irdim vo miixtolif formalarda cozalandirildim.

Beynolxalq ictimaiyyatin Azarbaycandaki siyasi mohbuslara komak iiciin eda bilacayi an
vacib sey nadir?

Siyasi mohbuslara komok {i¢iin edilocok on miihiim sey, onlarin azadlia ¢ixmasi iigiin lazimi
tozyiqin Azorbaycan hokiimatine edilmosidir. Insan hiiquqlari pozuntularma géro, siyasi
mohbuslarin islorine gors mosuliyyat dasiyan soxsloro, hakim vo prokurorlara qarsi sanksiyalar
vacibdir ki, hokiimati represiyalar praktikasinda yayimndirsin.

51 siyasi mohbusun azadhiga ¢ixmasi bizi olduqca sevindirsa do, bilirik Ki, bu iimumi
repressiyalar1 dayandirmir. Bu baximdan, beynoalxalq ictimaiyyatin Azarbaycanda riskda
olan aktivistlor iiciin eds bilacayi an vacib sey nadir?

On vacibi odur ki, Qarb toskilatlar1 ilo daha yaxin olan aktivistlors yox, biitiin riskds olan
foallarin islorine eyni dorocods diqqet gostarilsin. Goriinon odur ki, beynoalxalq ictimaiyyatin
diggatindo olan aktivistlori hokiimat rahatligla ovlaya bilmir. Bu baximdan homin aktivistlora
diinya ictimaiyyati torofindon taninmagq vo hiiquqi dostok ¢ox vacibdir.

Siz habsda olarkan sizd olan beynoalxalq dastokdon xabardar idiniz? Sizo mohkam qalmaga
nd komok edirdi?

Vurguladigim kimi, moni moyus edir ki, bazi siyasi mohbuslarin islorino digqet vo basqi
basgalarindan daha ¢oxdur. Bu hakimiyysti daha da rahat edir. Bu baximdan timumilikdo, siyasi
mohbuslara xo xiisusi olaraq soxsom monim miidafiomo beynolxalq diggotdon tam momnun
deyilom. Amma, man bilirdim ki, man bir seys baglamisamsa toslim olmaq haqqim yoxdur.

Siz aktivist kimi foaliyyatinizi davam etdirmayi disiiniirsiiniiz?

Stbhasiz ki, bir aktivist kimi faaliyyatimi davam etdiracam.



